Cell-based therapy in Chagas disease.
Chagas disease was first described one century ago, yet the mechanisms underlying chagasic cardiomyopathy remain elusive. Disease progression often leads to heart failure and patients with this infectious cardiomyopathy have a poor prognosis. Treatment options for heart failure due to Chagas disease are not different from standard therapy. Over the past decade, cell-based therapies have emerged as a new alternative in the treatment of this disease, not only because of the possibility of replacing lost vessels and cardiomyocytes but also because these cells could potentially influence the microenvironmental changes that perpetuate the disease. In this chapter, we will review current knowledge on cell-based therapies for the treatment of Chagas disease.